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“If only I could love

au

...without measure,
without end...”

This is the story of Pauline-Marie Jaricot,
whose dream of “loving without end”
led to the founding of
The Society for the Propagation of the Faith




Pauline Jaricot’s Early Years

t seemed as
Ithough Pauline
Jaricot, at the age of
15, had everything.
She was treasured,
the youngest of
seven children in a
loving family. Her
father was an

Pauline Jaricot, left, and
her sister Sophie
industrialist in the silk manufacturing city

of Lyons, France, and the family lived in
more than comfort.

She was pretty with dark hair and
bright eyes, a stylishly dressed and popular
belle of young Lyons society.

Then, in October, 1814, at age 15,
Pauline had a fall that left her partially
paralyzed and in terrible pain. Not long
after this, her mother died.

It took Pauline many months to recover
emotionally and physically. When she did
recover, she resumed her social whirl,
though with somewhat less delight than
before. Her heart, she wrote at this time,
was “made for the whole world.”

Pauline was transformed one day at
Mass in Lent of 1816 by a sermon given by
Abbé Wurtz about vanity and its manifesta-
tion in society women'’s dress and behavior.
She sought the Abbé as her spiritual direc-
tor. She began to dress in plain, simple
clothing and to give her time and her love
to the sick-poor of her city, often at the
Hospital for Incurables.

Pauline had also expressed a larger
wish:




“If only I could love without
reluctance...without measure...without
end.”

In seeking a way to this larger love,
found only in the Lord, Pauline Jaricot
sowed the seed of The Society for the
Propagation of the Faith.

The Founding of the
Propagation of the Faith

auline Jaricot was born in the wake of
P the destruction of the French Revolu-
tion, with turbulence continuing between
Church and State.

This was the era in which she formed
her great wish to help missionaries. She
was spurred on in this desire by her older
brother, Philéas, who was preparing to be a
priest.

In 1817, while she was praying, Pauline
had a vision of two lamps. One had no oil;
the other was overflowing and from its
abundance poured oil into the empty lamp.
To Pauline, the drained lamp signified the
faith in France. The overflowing lamp
represented the faith of new Christians in
the Missions. Their faith could revitalize
the faith in her homeland! Pauline knew
then that she must work for missionaries.

One evening in 1819, a plan came to her
as her family played cards and Pauline
herself sat by the fire praying. “Circles of
ten” describes her plan: people would
commit themselves to sacrifice a “sou,” a
very small coin worth about a penny, every
week. Each of these friends would find ten
others who would do the same, and on and




on. Pauline recorded that “...it astonished
me that no one had thought of such a
simple scheme before....Then I wrote to my
brother to tell him of the scheme.”

Her first recruits were girls working in a
silk mill, young
women for whom

even a sou would be
a sacrifice. By 1820,
1,000 people were
involved. Their
pooled offerings
were sent through
the Paris Foreign

Mission Society for

its work in China.
Pauline hoped to
expand the distribu-
tion of these funds
to other missions as
well.

The progress of ¥ -
her idea, hOWEVE.‘I‘, Antoine (top) and Jeanne
was not be smooth. Jaricot, Pauline’s parents

Opposition to her successful plan arose
and Pauline found herself attacked by some
as being overly ambitious.

Pauline Jaricot’s “Idea” Is Formalized

n May 3, 1822, in Lyons, a group of
men called “Les Messieurs” gathered
to discuss a request for funds for the mis-
sions in Louisiana in the United States.
A representative of Louisiana’s Bishop
Dubourg, Father Angelo Inglesi, hoped at



this meeting to have an organization set up
similar to Pauline’s “Propagation” which
was doing so well. The organization he had
in mind would be formed to help the
missions in Louisiana which, at that time,
extended from the Gulf of Mexico to
Canada.

But “No!” responded Benoit Coste who
was one of “Les Messieurs.” He made the
point that no one single mission should be
sole beneficiary of funds that were gath-
ered. Any society “Les Messieurs” would
sponsor must help all missions everywhere.
(This was just what Pauline had been
hoping to do herself.)

Another of “Les Messieurs,” Victor
Girodon, spoke glowingly about the struc-
ture of Pauline Jaricot’s “Propagation,” and
the group voted to adopt it. After a short
period of time, Pauline consented to uniting
the collections of her group to that of the
new group, reflecting that it was “a gain for
Asia and for other parts of the world...”
Pauline was, as she said modestly, “the
match that lights the fire.”

In time, and in accord with the Propaga-
tion of the Faith goal to help all missions,
the range of distribution expanded to
include Africa, the Middle East, the Pacific
Islands and Australia in addition to the
mission areas of China and the United
States (Louisiana and Kentucky) which
were the beneficiaries of the first distribu-
tion by the newly-formed Propagation of
the Faith in 1822.

In the first century of its existence,
several million dollars came to the Church
in the United States which, until 1908, was




“mission territory.” The Fathers of the First
Plenary Council of Baltimore, held in 1852,
wrote to the Propagation of the Faith in
France: “There is not here a single diocese
the organization of which is complete and
which is capable of responding to the
demands of the faithful. New Sees cannot .
exist but by your charity...” Yet in this
same letter, they notified the Society in
France that the bishops in the United States
had “decreed that the Society for the
Propagation of the Faith be established in
all their dioceses...” That year, the young,
poor and struggling Church in the United
States contributed $16,026 to the Propaga-
tion of the Faith.

Today, the Propagation of the Faith —
the “fire” lit by Pauline Jaricot — is, under
the direction of the Holy Father, the
Church’s central means to foster in all
Catholics a deeper sense of universal
mission and to gather the support neces-
sary for what the Second Vatican Council
called “the greatest and holiest duty of the
Church,” the proclamation of the Gospel to
all the world (Ad gentes 29).

Pauline Jaricot’s Later Years

hortly after the foundation of the
S Propagation of the Faith, Pauline
Jaricot established the Association of the
Living Rosary; again her method was to
form “circles” which would reach out to
form new groups. Later, in a project on
behalf of the working class people, she fell
into debt. In her life marked by disap-
pointment, by failure, by physical and




spiritual suffering, she adopted an idea of
St. Paul and strove to die daily to self.

The Curé of Ars, her spiritual director
for many years, made this public tribute to
her: “I know someone who knows how to
accept the Cross, and a heavy Cross, and
how to bear it with love! It is Mlle. Jaricot.”
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In 1962, 100 years after her
death, Pope John XXIII signed
the decree which proclaimed the
virtues of Pauline Jaricot, declar-
ing her “venerable.” Pope John
wrote: “It was she who thought
of the society, who conceived it,

and made it an organized reality.”
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One writer, Father Charles Dollen, said
more recently of Pauline Jaricot, “The
theology of the Cross came alive for her,
and she offered herself, a victim for the sins
of mankind. More and more she identified
with the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the incar-
nate Son of God, loving, suffering, aton-
ing.” Today, Pauline Jaricot’s magnificent
method of loving without end lives on, and
the cause for her beatification is underway.

In 1962, 100 years after her death, Pope
John XXIII signed the decree which pro-
claimed the virtues of Pauline Jaricot,
declaring her “venerable.” Pope John
wrote: “It was she who thought of the
society, who conceived it, and made it an
organized reality.”







